Acute hemiparesis as the presenting sign in a heterozygote for ornithine transcarbamylase deficiency.
Strokes in children occur in conjunction with cardiac disease, hematological disorders, trauma, intracranial infections and migraine. Recently several inborn errors of metabolism have been recognized as possible causes of stroke-like symptoms. We describe a female heterozygote of ornithine transcarbamylase deficiency, who presented with convulsions and right sided hemiplegia. MR-imaging of the brain demonstrated an acute ischemic lesion in the left hemisphere. In addition to other known metabolic causes of stroke like attacks urea cycle defects should be considered in the differential diagnosis of acute hemiplegia in childhood.